PIONEERS IN SCIENCE

Rischgitz.

WILLIAM HARVEY AND  KING CHARLES  I

The discovery by William Harvey of the circulation of the blood through the body was made
known to the world in a book which he published in 1628. Ten years earlier he had been
appointed special physician to James I. In this picture he is seen explaining his discovery
to James's successor, to whom he was greatly attached. The boy watching Harvey so keenly
afterwards ruled as Charles II.

IT is more than 700 years ago since
Roger Bacon was born at Ilchester
in Somerset. After studying at
Oxford and Paris he became a friar of
the Franciscan order and entered 'a
monastery near Oxford.

During the years he spent here he
invented the magnifying glass and an
explosive compound of charcoal, sul-
phur and saltpetre, which was the first
step towards- our modern gunpowder.
Bacon called it " Magical Fire."
Among the prophecies he made were
forecasts of ships that would sail the
seas without sails, carriages that would
move without horses, and of machines
in which men would fly in the air.

Bacon's associates accused him of

dealing in black magic, and he was
ordered to Paris, where he was kept
under restraint for eight years, and
even forbidden the use of writing
materials or instruments. A new pope,
however, became interested in what
Bacon had written earlier, and as a
result Roger Bacon regained some of
his freedom.

Then came another pope, and Bacon
was imprisoned again. Bacon sent him
a small book he had written, telling
how to enjoy good health even in old
age. The reward for this was his
release, and he was allowed to return
to Oxford.

Others followed in his footsteps, and
though there were no outstanding men
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